
Landlords Electrical Safety
Legislation 2020

Testing of electrical installations for domestic
rented properties is soon becoming mandatory

Are you compliant?

• Approved Electrical Contractors
• Fixed Electrical Maintenance
• EV charging points
• Surveys and Certification
• Fixed Wiring Testing and Inspection
• Intruder and Fire Alarms
• Networked CCTV



Southern Electrical Services are full scope NICEIC approved electrical contractors 
established in Gerrards Cross since 1990. We can test and issue electrical
certificates (EICR). For further information email gary@seselectrical.org

Upcoming legislation

Recommended new safety measures to better protect private tenants by reducing 
the risk of electric shocks or fires caused by electrical faults were published on 
the 17 February 2018 by Housing Minister Heather Wheeler.

Five yearly mandatory electrical installation safety checks for all private rented 
properties and safety certificates for tenants, to prove checks and repair work 
have been completed, are part of a package of independent recommendations to 
improve safety.

The government is also consulting on how best to enforce the strengthened 
safety regime along with whether landlords who do not comply should face tough 
penalties of up to £30,000.

As well as making homes safer for tenants, electrical installation improvements 
benefit the landlord as a material improvement to their properties, helping prevent 
fires which could cause costly and significant damage.

According to the most recent data tenants in the private rented sector face a 
higher risk of electrical shock and fires caused by electrical faults in their homes 
compared to social housing tenants.

To address this the government introduced new powers in the Housing and 
Planning Act 2016 to set and enforce tougher electrical safety standards in the 
private rented sector and established a working group of independent experts 
from industry and a range of other sectors to develop recommendations.

This builds on other measures already introduced or planned to improve the quality 
of private rented properties including fines of up to £30,000 for rogue landlords 
and agents and banning orders for the worst offenders.

The government is also supporting a Private Member’s Bill which will require all 
landlords to ensure their properties are safe and give tenants the right to take 
legal action.
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Housing Minister Heather Wheeler said:

Everyone deserves a safe place to live. While measures are already in place to 
crack down on the minority of landlords who rent out unsafe properties we need 
to do more to protect tenants.

That’s why we introduced powers to enable stronger electrical safety standards to 
be brought in along with tough penalties for those who don’t comply.

We want to ensure we strike the right balance between protecting tenants while 
being fair for landlords. So I want to hear from as many people as possible 
whether these independent recommendations are the right approach.

Independent recommendations published for consultation today, include:

•	 5	yearly	mandatory	electrical	installation	safety	checks	for	all	private	rented		 	
 properties.

•	 Mandatory	safety	certificates	confirming	installation	checks	have	been	
 completed along with any necessary repair work provided to both landlord and  
 tenants at the beginning of the tenancy and made available to the local authority  
 on request.

•	 A	private	rented	sector	electrical	testing	competent	person’s	scheme	should		 	
 be established to ensure properly trained experts undertake this work. This 
 would be separate from existing building regulations competent person.

•	 Landlord	supplied	electrical	appliance	testing	and	visual	checks	of	electrical		 	
 appliances by landlords at a change of tenancy should be promoted as good   
 practice and set out in guidance.

The consultation seeks views on each of the safety recommendations as well as 
how best to approach enforcement – including what the penalty for non-
compliance should be.

Final proposals will follow the conclusion of Dame Judith Hackitt’s Independent 
Review of Building Regulations and Fire Safety. Dame Judith is due to submit her 
final report to ministers in spring 2020.

For further information:
Email: gary@seselectrical.org   Tel: 01753 891924
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Southern Electrical Services . . .
. . . is an independently owned and managed
electrical installation and intruder alarm Company 
that has been established for over 30 years and 
based in Gerrards Cross since 1992.

As well as carrying out regular commercial
installations, planned maintenance and testing & 
inspection work in the City and Home Counties, we 
specialise and are experienced in large high
specification domestic installations and refurbishments. 
Our scope of work normally encompassing the 
electric gates, video entry system, EV charging 
points, internal and external power and lighting, 
specialist dimming systems, CAT5-E networking, 
satellite / terrestrial TV wiring, heating system wiring 
and the associated controls, intruder and fire alarm 
systems and networked CCTV.

We are also more than happy to carry out small 
“jobbing works” such as additional power outlets, 
light fittings, BT points, and garden lighting.

SES is a professional, well trained electrical installation 
and intruder alarm Company that constantly 
endeavours to provide a friendly and reliable service.

80% of our regular work is repeat business.
Our main staff has remained the same for over 10 years.


